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Hydrochloric acid stimulates the secretion of the gastric glands 
and does not inhibit fermentation; it should be combined with pep¬ 
sin, as a rule, and a smaller dose than that advised by most author¬ 
ities is recommended: from 4 to 5 drops of the dilute acid after meals 
up to 10 drops, and, in exceptional cases, 20 or 30 drops in a tum¬ 
blerful of water, which he patient is directed to sip slowly. His 
experience must have been rather exceptional on this point, and he 
appears to regard the drug purely as a stimulant to secretion. 

Alkalies in small doses stimulate and in large doses diminish the 
production of hydrochloric acid, irrespective of the relation between 
administration and the ingestion of food. The truth about this 
much-debated question probably is that when the stomach is full 
and a large portion of the acid has already combined with the food, 
a smaller dose of the alkali suffices to neutralize the remaining 
excess of hydrochloric acid; in short, the dose must be adapted to 
the quantity of acid to be neutralized at the time of administration. 
With papoid, caroid, and other digestants of the same class, the 
author’s experience appears to have been as disappointing as that 
of most physicians who have given these substances a thorough 
trial. 

The lecture on the treatment of appendicitis contains a critical 
review of the different schools, of which there are three, according 
to our author. The radical surgical school, represented by Deaver, 
of Philadelphia; Morris, of New York, and Murphy, of Chicago; 
the conservative school, comprising a large number of prominent 
surgeons, Keene, Richardson, White, Parke, and a long list of others; 
and the “ surgico-starvation method,” advocated by Ochsner. While 
the author’s attitude is impartial and his judgment is based on the 
results reported by exponents of each of the three methods, it is 
not difficult to see that he is, if not entirely convinced, at least very 
strongly impressed by the teaching of Ochsner. 

A succinct epitome of the surgery of the stomach and intestines 
completes the volume, which, considering the generous size of the 
type and illustrations, has been kept within reasonable limits, while 
a very good working index makes up for the somewhat unwieldy 
length of the table of contents. R. M. G. 


Serums, Vaccines, and Toxins in Treatment and Diagnosis. 

By William Cecil Bosanquet, M.A., M.D. Oxon., F.R.C.P. 

London. Chicago: W. T. Keener & Co. London: Cassell & 

Co., Limited, 1904. 

Dr. Bosanquet in this small book has collected much informa¬ 
tion which is both useful and interesting. Instead of an enthusiastic, 
unscientific plea for the use of these newer remedies, one finds a just 
treatment of facts in which statistics are given and original author- 
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ities are quoted. The opening chapters present a short resumS of 
the modern conceptions of immunity developed particularly along 
the lines of the “side chain” theory of Ehrlich. Then come chapters 
upon the preparation and administration of serums and vaccines, 
and the use of serums and toxins in the diagnosis of disease. The 
major portion of the book, however, deals with the treatment and 
prevention of various diseases by means of antisera, antitoxins, and 
vaccines. To all the important affections a separate chapter is 
devoted. The book is essentially modern, but on account of the 
very fact that it deals with problems which are in the process of 
building, its greatest value and interest are for the present alone. 

W. T. L. 


Essentials op Medical Chemistry, Organic and Inorganic, 
Containing also Questions of Medical Physics, Chemical 
Philosophy, Analytical Processes, Toxicology, etc. Pre¬ 
pared especially for students of medicine. By Lawrence Wolff, 
M.D. Sixth edition, thoroughly revised, by A. Ferree Witmer, 
Ph.G. Philadelphia, New York, and London: W. B. Saunders 
& Co., 1904. 

Since this small book has gone through six editions, there must be 
a demand for it, though a study of even this last revised edition fails 
to explain the reason. In the mass of questions and short answers 
new material may be found here and there. The term “Chemical 
Philosophy” seems to appear only in the title. The book represents 
the typical “Quiz Compend.” W. T. L. 


Surgical Emergencies : The Surgery of the Abdomen. Part 
I. Appendicitis and Other Diseases about the Appendix. By 
Bayard Holmes, B.S., M.D., Professor of Surgery in the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois; Professor of Clinical Surgery in the American 
Medical Missionary College, Chicago; Attending Surgeon to the 
Chicago Baptist Hospital. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1904. 

This small volume contains a large amount of material. It repre¬ 
sents the author’s experience in the treatment of appendicitis and 
some other abdominal diseases, and a careful consideration of the 
pathology and symptoms of each. One is impressed with the author’s 
earnestness and conviction regarding his views, but at the same 
time he is open to the criticism of being anything but generous 
respecting the views of others. A large part of each chapter is taken 
up with minute reports of cases. His criticism of the Ochsner treat¬ 
ment is unnecessarily severe; he does not, however, attach Ochsner’s 



